
“VET in the academic drift”. VET & Culture Workshop 2023 – A 30-year 
anniversary of critical discourse in the field of VET 

For 30 years the international network of educational scholars, VET & Culture, has organized annual 
events discussing key themes in the field of vocational education and training (VET). The workshops 
have gathered both standing participants of the network and invited scholars of the organizing 
institution or others who search for an intellectual arena for discussion and reflection in their field of 
interest. Although most participants have come from Europe, over the years, there has also been 
participants from all the other continents. The 2023 anniversary workshop will be organized in the 
spirit of the former. The invitation goes to old and new participants in the international network and 
to scholars of the organizing institution, Oslo Metropolitan University, OsloMet, Department of 
Vocational Teacher Education. Doctoral students and junior researchers are kindly invited to 
participate.  

Over the years, the workshop themes have covered a wide range of issues and discussions, reflecting 
the broad disciplinary background of the network members as well as their different institutional 
affiliation. Across disciplinary background and institutional affiliation, the network has built on a 
common engagement in understanding the role of VET in a broad cultural perspective. A central 
interest of knowledge has been to understand the conditions for the acknowledgement of practical 
knowledge and work as foundation for societal recognition and integration of young people, as well 
as people in vocational adult education. Or the other way round, to advance a critique of the 
historical and actual processes that construct and reproduce the hegemonic ideas of general 
education and academic skills as more valuable and of “higher” status. Furthermore, a premises for 
the network has been to see the task of VET not only to be the training of people to relevant skills for 
the labor market. It must also be understood as education for active participation in democratic life 
in the civil society. 

The 2023 workshop invites the participants to a discussion of the general standing of these basic 
questions in the light of a long lasting and still ongoing academization of work and labor in general 
and in occupations related to the field of VET in particular. The academization process can partly be 
seen as a result of the radical growth of graduates from higher general education. Candidates from 
such education fill up positions in private and public sector which earlier were held by people with 
intermediate education. After a while, with the new recruitment practices, the “needed” skills and 
competencies for the positions are redefined in favor of academic competencies. A similar process 
happens when the growing number of candidates of higher technical or general educations float into 
the organizations and expect adequate work, which may well mean interference and takeover of 
tasks in the area of high skilled workers. Such processes threaten the positions and the general status 
of vocational identities and skills, which again influence the status and recognition of VET and 
thereby question of recruitment and overall development of the VET institutions. 

In Norway, another academization process can be observed among the professional vocational 
teachers and not the least within the teacher training and within VET. Where in the earlier days the 
teachers’ professional identity was founded in their vocational experience and skills, 
institutionalization of a master’s degree for vocational teachers may advance the academic identity 
of the profession. As for the universities and university colleges (universities of applied sciences), 
responsible for the teacher education, the process of academization has been forced on the 
professional staff. All the faculty members are expected to do academic research, publish in 
academic journals, and preferably have a doctoral degree. Similar processes – we know – can be 



observed in most countries of the network members. In Germany, for example, the academization of 
the teaching of vocational teachers was in full bloom already in the 1980ies. 

A further question, following of these tendencies, is what they do to the learning and socialization of 
the students attending VET. How do the various aspects of academization influence the learning 
environment of the individual student through their education and training? Are the most significant 
characteristics of learning in VET at stake? And how will they influence the coping of substantial 
demanding topics as digitalization and the inclusion of a green dimension in VET? 

The workshop invites to a discussion of these, and other questions related to the academization 
process. Of special interest is how these processes are developing in the countries of the workshop 
participants, from Europe and from other continents. How has VET been influenced by 
academization so far (in the last 30 years)? And how will these processes continue to develop, and 
what are the consequences? Maybe more than that, how are the conditions for the struggle of an 
anti-hegemonial development of VET? 

Participation is free for everyone. 


