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Letter to VET&Culture Network  

Dear colleagues and networkers, 

As 2022 already has passed its peak, this letter to the network gathers a couple of news. Documents, 

posts, blogs, pictures etc. are available on VET&Culture website. You find them in the different 

categories: https://vetandculturenetwork.wordpress.com/ 

In order to give a quick overview about what has happened and still is going on, this letters collects 

small reports on the different activities. Please feel invited to circulate your additions. 

 

PRESEMINAR IN FEBRUARY 2022 

VET and Culture-network was one organiser of the online pre-seminar "Bildung-gospel: a salvation to 

wicked problems" on 9.2.2022 in Tampere University, together with Finnish History and philosophy of 

education-network, Freedom and responsibility in popular adult education-programme and EquJust-

research group (https://events.tuni.fi/aitu2022/pre-seminar-9-2/). The seminar questioned what is at 

stake in the current Bildung-hype, especially in adult education. A reflection paper from the seminar 

by organisers is available (for example at https://equjust.files.wordpress.com/2022/06/bildung-

reflections_2.0.pdf). We are continuing discussion, thus comments to organisers are welcome.  

AH 

COURSES AND LECTURE SERIES IN SUMMER 2022 

Collaboration in organising all kinds of courses and seminars has continued between Tampere and 

Tallinn University, combining face-to-face and virtual interaction. For example, the course 

"Foundations and internationalisation of adult education" will take place again during autumn 

semester 2022, using virtual study circles as main method of student learning. (see blog from previous 

courses, https://equjust.wordpress.com/2021/02/12/foundations-and-international-development-

of-adult-education-and-learning/#more-1834 ). If you are interested in learning more about this and 

previous experiments, or in joining some of the sessions, contact Anja (anja.heikkinen(at)tuni.fi) or 

Larissa (Larissa.jogi(at)tlu.ee).  

AH 

During summer semester 2022 a ring lecture on “Foundations and Formations of Adult and Vocational 

Education” was given as a collaboration between the universities of Rostock (Franz Kaiser) and 

Wuppertal (Gabriele Molzberger) in a hybrid format. Students and speakers from different parts of the 

world discussed similarities and unique characteristics in formation processes as well as current 

challenges of VET and adult education around the world. The ring lecture took up Michael Sadler’s 

famous speech and question on ‘How far can we Learn Anything of Practical Value from the Study of 

Foreign Systems of Education‘ (Sadler 1900) and addressed the question ‘For which purpose the history 

of education and cross-cultural research (still) matter’. We found our experiment in cross cultural 

teaching encouraging and invite interested VET&Culture members to participate in follow-up activities. 

Please contact Franz or Gabriele, if you would like to join this kind of teaching collaboration. 
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VET & CULTURE WORKSHOP IN ROSTOCK IN JUNE 2022  - FINALLY A PERSONAL REUNION 

In the large auditorium of the 600-year-old university in Rostock, a topic-oriented exchange of 

members of the network took place for the first time in over two years in mid-June 2022. With eight 

contributions on current challenges and historical considerations, insights were gained into Tanzania, 

Finland, Germany, Switzerland, Kenya, Spain and Iran. In addition to the discussions on the topics, 

there was also ample space and opportunity for a meal together by the sea, in the city harbour and for 

visits to places of practice in education, as well as a guided tour in the old Hanseatic city. Franz Kaiser 

and his team had arranged this meeting with a concluding boat trip, which was then joined by 

participants of an immediately following conference on the education of vocational teachers in six 

European countries. This resulted in nice situations of exchange. To the programme, pictures, 

presentations and a personal report by Anna Hanf. You find it as part of the blog about Rostock 2022. 

https://vetandculturenetwork.wordpress.com/ 
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VET & CULTURE WORKSHOP IN 2023 – 30TH ANNIVERSARY OF VET&CULTURE NETWORK 

We are optimistic about our tentative explorations for a next VET&Culture workshop in 2023. 

Inquiries, preparations and considerations have started. Our save the date will follow soon. 

 

Wishing you all some calm, hopefully peaceful and relaxing days 

 

Anja Heikkinen, Franz Kaiser, Fernando Marhuenda & Gabriele Molzberger  
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