
31.03.2021 

Dear colleagues and networkers, 

Almost a quarter of the year 2021 has passed and we all need to cope with the pandemic with 

endurance. In Western Europe spring has started and VET&Culture network looks back on 

the first of this year’s workshops on 05.03.2021. Thanks to all colleagues for the efforts in 

preparing and contributing to the online meeting.  

Please find here some material and some news resulting from the workshop: 

1. VET&Culture workshop on “Closeness and distance(s) in pedagogical encounters” in 

March 2021 gathered researchers from different continents. The thematic inputs and 

discussions, and the inputs and discussions on the future of the network (mission, 

communication, documentation, publishing, sharing & caring) have been fruitful and 

inspiring. A padlet was lively used for both, collecting associations by the topic of closeness 

and distances as well as notions of future activities for the network. You find it together with 

the presentations and a memo from the workshop (thank you for that to Anna Mazenod) on 

the website (see also point three). 

Franz Kaiser / Claudia Kalisch (University of Rostock, Germany): Theme-centered 

interaction in VET teacher education: do digital formats also work?  

Anna Mazenod (University of Lyon 2, France): Closeness and distance: Reflections on 

teaching practice in times of digitalisation. 

Fernando Marhuenda (University of Valencia, Spain): VET and adult education: so close, so 

distant.  

Anja Heikkinen (University of Tampere, Finland): Closeness and distance(s) in VET and 

Culture Network mission and encounters.  

2. Franz Kaiser created another padlet and invites all members to build a landscape of 

network members by using it. Please feel free to add your profile there until end of April 

2021. It is planned to upload the padlet on the network’s website afterwards. 

https://padlet.com/franzkaiser/i7opvcqc72yoaov9 

  

3. Network's website is under constant editing by Anja Heikkinen and Gabriele Molzberger. 

Thanks again to Jenni Pätäri, who collected most of the network materials from the previous 

website together with Anja and built the new website. 

https://vetandculturenetwork.wordpress.com/ 

  

4. There are informal talks and mailings about revitalizing the idea of a newcomers group 

within VET&Culture Network. Franziska Reimann contributes a blog to this idea, which you 

will find on the website soon. 
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5. The experiences with the last workshops in a digital format were encouraging. We are 

looking for impulses and initiatives for conceptualizing and prearranging another 

follow-up workshop in 2021. Please send suggestions to Anja, Gabriele or to the whole list. 

  

6. The options and chances by digital tools cannot replace physical meetings. Franz Kaiser 

and his team proposed to have a workshop/conference in presence at University of Rostock 

(Germany) in June or September 2022. Thank you, Franz, for your engagement. For 

planning the workshop, it would be very useful to have another digital meeting in 2021 (see 

point 5). Could somebody volunteer to organize it? Please send a message to Anja and 

Gabriele. 

  

7. In 2021/2022 there is a ring lecture in preparation. Franz Kaiser and Gabriele will organize 

it and ask members to contribute. More information will follow soon. 

  

8. This newsletter and the communication via mailing list is one way of sharing information. 

However, we invite you to write “Letters from VET & Culture Network from all over the 

globe”. Please contact Gabriele, if you are interested to write a letter from your place on the 

globe. 

  

Finally, the mailing list has just recently migrated to University of Wuppertal. Please do not 

hesitate to contact Gabriele (molzberger@uni-wuppertal.de) or André Kukuk (kukuk@uni-

wuppertal.de) as the new list administrators, if you have any inquiries or wishes for 

improvement. All members are invited to use the list for network matters at any time. 

 

Wishing you all the best, 

Anja and Gabriele 
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