
Vocational and academic education - clash of cultures? 

Prelim Programme: 

20.06 8:45 E02 Arrival IHS 

09:00 E02 Introductory session 

- Lorenz Lassnigg, Clash of cultures? 

- Eva Hartman, Reflections about stigmatizing vocational education outside Europe 

10:30 E02 Coffee 

11:00 E02 Session 1 Cultural practices of teaching and learning in vocational and higher education 

20+10min 

- Katerina Arkoudi-Vafea & Anastasia Rigaki, Non formal practices in secondary and post secondary 

vocational education -bridging the gap between academic and vocational learning presentation 

- Bettina Siecke, Basic academic training for nurses in Germany – challenges of workplace training 

and career entry as a clash of cultures? 

- Trine Deichmann-Soerensen, Follow the Knowledge Tracks! How to craft an understanding of 

vocational knowing in practice? working title 

- Gabriele Molzberger, Conzeptualizing a modularized certificate in continuing university education 

for professionals from technical domains - challenges and perspectives 

Discussant: Lorenz Lassnigg 

Chair: Fernando Marhuenda 

13:00 E02 Break 

14:30 E02 Session 2 Structural/content issues and cultures, comparative, Germany, Japan, Norway 

(Nordic) 

- Mikiko Eswein, "Vocational Education in the Confuzianist Society of Japan" Specialised training 

colleges after WW2 

- Thomas Deissinger, Vocationalisation versus Academisation in the German Education System – a 

problem analysis 

- Håkon Høst & Svein Michelsen, "Caught between VET and higher academic culture. The Norwegian 

Fagskole Council" 

Discussant Philipp Gonon 

Chair: Anja Heikkinen 

16:30 E02 Network meeting 

17:30 E02 End IHS 

19:00 E02 Social Event ‚Heuriger 10er Marie' 

21.06. 8:45 E02 Arrival IHS 

09:00 E02 Session 3 Educating educators, vocational education, higher education 



Henriette Duch, A cultural turn? Vocational teacher education in Denmark 

Markus Weil, About the vocation of being an academic. Round table 

Fernando Marhuenda, Official knowledge and the preparation of vocational educators and trainers 

(Informal discussion or join a roundtable) 

Discussant: Anja Heikkinen 

Chair: Thomas Deissinger (?) 

11:00 E02 Coffee 

11:30 E02 Session 4 Cultural political economy, democracy 

- Oscar Valiente, A cultural political economy analysis of TVET reforms in Chile. From 

problematization to policy solutions 

- Antoni Lindgren , Democracy and Education: Class society, seminar 

-Ioanna (Joanna) Katsikopoulou chair and introduction (meaning of vocational education vs. 

academic education) 

Discussant: Gabriele Molzberger 

13:00 E02 Sandwiches offered by the HIS 

14:00 WIFI EXTERNAL EVENT (Meeting point: A-Portier, Währinger Gürtel 97, 1180 Vienna) 

14:00 – 14:45 WIFI Statement: "The Berufsakademie Programme - Hands-On Academia?" 

Speaker: Elisabeth Hassek-Eder, CEO of Best of Both Worlds, Hassek-Eder KG, Austria 

15:00 – 15:20 WIFI Statement by Franz Stadler, Academic Education- and Career-Guidance, 

Counselor, WIFI Vienna 

15:20 - 16:00 WIFI Tour through the WIFI and the University of Applied Science of the Vienna 

Economic Chamber (FHWien der WKW) 

Guide: Franz Stadler, Academic Education- and Career-Guidance, Counselor, WIFI Vienna 

16:00 Free time Vienna 

External Event: 

An Institution between vocational and higher Education 

FHWien University of Applied Sciences of Wirtschaftskammer Wien (WKW) 

http://en.fh-wien.ac.at/home/ 

http://en.fh-wien.ac.at/about-us/ 

23rd Vocational Education and Training & Culture Network Workshop 

Dates: 

20.-21.June 2016 

 

http://en.fh-wien.ac.at/home/
http://en.fh-wien.ac.at/about-us/


Title: 

Academic and vocational education: clash of cultures? 

 

The VET & Culture Network will meet in Vienna to discuss about the topic 

of "Academic and vocational education: clash of cultures?". This will 

be the bi-annual informal meeting, that aims at intense and open 

discussions about the chosen topic. More detailed information can be 

found at the VET & Culture webpage 

https://peda.net/veraja/uta/vetculture 

The chosen topic refers to the various debates and developments around reconfiguring the borders 

and relationships between academic and vocational education at secondary and tertiary levels. 

Tertiary education is generally expanding, posing questions of competition and cooperation between 

the different institutional sectors. Several VET institutions have become upgraded to tertiary/higher 

education, at the same time several higher education institutions/programmes are ‘vocationalised’, 

so to some extent the educational institutions, careers structures, and – probably – practices of 

instruction and learning are changing. 

These changes are partly related to heated discussion among stakeholders, policy makers and 

researchers about how to understand, to interpret and to value them. Several aspects are taken up in 

these discussions, from the skill or competence needs related to perceived future trends (e.g., 

knowledge economy/society; globalization and competition) to the unequal opportunities of young 

people and the processes of inclusion and exclusion through education. The workshop is – according 

to the purpose of the network – intended to focus specifically on the cultural aspects and dimensions 

of the academic-vocational relationships, in particular on a – so far underdeveloped – conceptual 

clarification of how various facets and understandings of ‘culture’ might play a role: 

- How are cultural explanations downplayed in discourses about the role of VET in society and 

economy? (e.g. perceptions of ‘serious’ material aspects vs. ephemeral ‘cultural’ ones, contribution 

of the ‘post-structuralist’ approaches to VET research) 

- To which extent do different cultures in the vocational and academic sectors serve or harm the 

benefits and well-being of different participants and stakeholders related to education? (e.g., how 

are institutions and cultures related? does the ‘two cultures’ approach make sense in relation to the 

topic?) 

- What consequences might a ‘cultural turn’ in social science have on research about the 

development of VET (e.g., what might a consequent application of the ‘situated learning’ approach 

mean for the academic-vocational divide?) 

- Which conceptual/theoretical approaches to culture might be particularly interesting for VET 

research? (e.g., what is the broader impact of the ‘situated learning’ approach for the academic-

vocational divide? are there competing or complementary approaches? What can the newer 

approaches about practice/praxeology contribute?) 

- How is the academic-vocational divide in education reflected in parallel divides in research, which 

could harm understanding? (e.g., between ‘academic’ and ‘applied’ research, or between 

https://peda.net/veraja/uta/vetculture


quantitative-explanatory and qualitative-interpretive approaches, or between causal-analytic and 

translational research) 

The idea for the workshop is to take the concept of ‘culture’ seriously, and to try to reflect the own 

work – that often comes from other perspectives – in terms of cultural implications. This could be 

done by some more formal presentations, or by more informal roundtables or discussion groups. 

This approach is also meant to develop a more explicit expression and understanding of the main 

purpose of the network. 

 

Venue: 

Institute for Advanced Studies/Institut fuer Hoehere Studien (IHS) 

(www.ihs.ac.at) 

equi: in_equality and education (www.equi.at) 

Josefstaedter Strasse 39, 1080, Vienna, Austria 

 

Organiser: 

Iris Troppert (troppert@ihs.ac.at) 

Lorenz Lassnigg (lassnigg@ihs.ac.at) 

 

Relevant deadlines: 

- A call for contributions is announced in parallel (>on webpage please provide link here) 

- Registration deadline 10th April 2016 

(as places are to some extent restricted, first come-first serve practice will be applied) 

- Accomodation blocked until 1st May 

- Announcement of programme end of April 

 

Accommodation: 

 

We have blocked reservation of rooms nearby the Venue (IHS), 

and walking distance to the City centre between 19th and 22nd June: 

Hotel Graf Stadion [mailto:grafstadion@gmail.com] 

You must make reference to the Institute (IHS) and book before 

the 1st May 2016, includes also a special price (generally it is difficult 

in Vienna in summer to get accommodation). 



room-Prices for IHS: 

single EUR 54,-- 

Twin (sep.beds) EUR 74,-- 

double small EUR 74,-- 

double big EUR 81,-- 

Attendants are expected to book on their own and are encouraged to: 

a) agree with other participants chances if they intend to share rooms, and 

b) book directly in the hotel by April 30th the latest indicating they book for 

IHS workshop contingent. 


