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        Fig. 4 Particularly strongly built apprentices      
  (Hottinger 1920) 
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Vocational combined school- and work-based (2010) 
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The ambigous identity of apprentices 
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At the origin of the modern figure of the apprentice 
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[E. Wettstein: Meilensteine der Entwicklung, bbprojekte.ch] 



First institutional measures 

1884       Federal decret on vocational education 
 
 
 
 
1890  First cantonal law on apprenticeship 

   (Canton of Neuchâtel) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1930  First federal law on  

vocational education and training 
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The apprentice is no longer considered as a pupil, but as a novice 
worker, who has to be exploited. Parents ask that their child get a salary 
as soon as possible and, on his side, the master tries to take advantage 
of his work. He does not give him the time needed for his instruction. 
[…] What one seeks here is to find the cheapest manpower. 
(«The question of the apprentices», JdG 28.05.1891) 
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From a legal point of view 

 
 
 
 

“The contract of apprentice is 
nothing but a reciprocal service 
agreement (louage de services)”  
 
(Swiss President, Louis Ruchonnet, 1890, in 

Canton of Neuchâtel, 1896, p. 12) 
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(Apprenticeship contract, Swiss 
Trade Association, 1920) 
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The first cantonal laws on apprenticeship 

 
 
Neuchâtel 1890 
Genève 1892 
Fribourg 1895 
Vaud 1896 
Obwald 1901 
Glarus 1903 
Valais 1903 
Zug 1904 
Bern 1905 
Luzern 1906 
Zürich 1906 
Basel Stadt 1906 
Schwyz 1906 
 
 

 
 
Ticino 1912 
Schaffhausen  1918 
Thurgau 1919 
St. Gallen 1919 
Graubünden 1919 
Aargau 1921 
Uri  1921 
Nidwalden 1924 
 
 
Federal law 1930 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1- Physical integrity 
 
2- Moral and civic development 
 
3- Quality of the apprenticeship 
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Moral and civic development 

 
 
 
 
Art.5. The master must behave with the apprentice 
like a good family father.  
He has to control the behavior of the apprentice and to 
inform his tutor in case of serious errors or bad 
inclinations.  
He has to protect the apprentice from bad examples, 
incitation to vulgarity, exuberance and alcoholism.  
He has to exercise the best possible influence on the 
moral evolution and character construction of the 
apprentice.   
(Canton of Obwald, 1901) 
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Quality of the apprenticeship: 
Complementary schools and 
final exam 
  

 
Art. 13. In locations where industrial 
or commercial vocational schools 
are available, the master is obliged to 
enroll the apprentice and to accord to 
him the  necessary time to attend 
them, even during work time, for  at 
least three hours per week. 
 
Art.17. The apprentice has to pass 
an exam, at the end of his 
apprenticeship period, on the 
competence and knowledge 
necessary for practicing  the 
profession. 
(Cantonal of Bern, 1905) 
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The reasons for the appearance of these dimensions: 
“philanthropy” and social-political raisons 
 

(General Strike in 
Geneva 1902) 

VET and the social question 
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1. Improving living conditions of the lower 

classes 
 

2. Assuring better social and moral integration  
 

3. Contributing to the socio-political stability  
 
 

  



VET and the social question 

(General Strike in 
Geneva 1902) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A good worker [a worker with a good professional 
instruction] is never a bad citizen. He knows how to earn 
his living honorably and he will not augment the army of 

nihilists and communists [partageux]. 
 
 
(Louis Albert Roulet, State Councillor of Canton Neuchâtel, cité in Journal 
de Genève 02.08.1882) 
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The first federal Law on VET 
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Conclusion 
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(Studer 1912) (OFFT 2011) 
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Public Instruction in Geneva from 1883-1906 
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Problem of legal authority between the Cantons and the 
Confederation 
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Legal problems 

 
 
First article. 
The contract of apprenticeship, 
considered from the point of view of 
the protection of the minor and of his 
vocational instruction, is the contract 
through which a person practicing an 
industrial or commercial profession 
engages to teach this profession to 
another person, who, in return, has to 
assure determined services. 
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