
Promoting VET for Sustainability: A Conceptual Challenge 

Perspectives on the Masters Programme in Vocational Pedagogy at Kyambogo University, Uganda 

Wycliff Edwin Tusiime 

Faculty of Vocational Studies 

Department of Art and Industrial Design 

Kyambogo University, Kampala-Uganda 

Abstract 

Conceptual debates on frameworks for promoting Vocational Education and Training (VET) resonate 

with the need for sustainability. In relation to vocational pedagogy (VP), the question of sustainability in 

higher education is increasingly posing a challenge. VP is a field of knowledge oriented towards trades, 

occupations and professions. It focuses on practical education, promoting VET through attitudinal change 

as well as promoting creativity and critical thinking. This paper aims to investigate ways of ensuring 

sustainability of the Masters’ programme in Vocational Pedagogy at Kyambogo University (KyU). 

Specifically the investigation assesses the level of sustainability of the programme; examines the factors 

influencing effective sustainability of the programme; and explores ways through which effective 

sustainability of the programme can be ensured. Efforts have been made to advocate for sustainability in 

higher education, but matters pertaining to its integration remains debatable. Uganda like other countries 

is reported to have been challenged by the question of how to integrate sustainability in higher levels of 

learning. KyU is one of the institutions grappling with the ways on how to ensure continuity of the 

masters’ programme in vocational pedagogy. This is likely to culminate into outright rejection of the 

programme if efforts to sustain it are not made and implemented.  One wonders why the institution is 

finding difficulties in ensuring continuity of the programme. Could this be due to lack of teaching 

resources, lack of competent staff to run the programme, or poor management styles? Therefore, this 

paper intends to answer questions of this character taking on Kyambogo University as a case study. It is 

hoped that when the sustainability component is apprehended, this will act as a point of departure in the 

awakening of the entire teaching and learning processes in higher education.  
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