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Abstract  

The study was conducted in Newala district of Mtwara region during the month of October 

2012-March 2013. The general objective of the study was to assess the effects of free 

education on enhancing access to primary education  in Tanzania, with a particular focus to 

Newala District in Mtwara region. The specific objectives were to determine the effects of   

free primary education policy on the school enrolment, droupout and delays in entering 

primary school, and determine factors that influence household decision-making to sending 

children to primary school. The study used descriptive analysis statistics and the logit model 

to explain the households’ decision to enrol their children into primary school under free 

education policy. On the one hand the study found out that, free education policy has 

succeeded both in increasing enrolment and in reducing delays in entering to school because 

more pupils have been enrolled at the legal school entry age of 5-7 year. On the other hand, 

free education has not succeeded in reducing dropouts because after implementation of free 

education policy the surprising outcome is that the percentage of dropouts from school 

increased.  From the logistic regression analysis it was found that, the distance from home to 

school had a negative influence on the decision of sending children to school. The odds in 

favour of enrolment increase when the household considers free education an important 

factor. For the sex of the household head odds ratio were   in favour of male headed 

households. Though the government implemented free education policy, most of people are 

not satisfied with the policy, because it did not meet their expectations. 

The study concludes that, high rates of primary school dropout is a multifaceted problem such 

that minimalistic approach to addressing it proved unsuccessful, thus it requires holistic 

approaches which are sometimes location specific to dealing with it. 
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