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Abstract 

The post independence period many developing countries was characterized by 

underdevelopment. This scenario manifested in an array of signs: few schools and technical 

schools, a few educated personnel with little knowledge, skills, competences and experiences to 

run government functions efficiently and effectively. This was not accidental taking into account 

that the colonial regimes in many developing countries developed a few local personnel to help 

the administration in lower levels while colonial officials manned middle and high level jobs. 

Like other developing countries, Tanzania was not an exception in the preceding account. 

However, much as the colonial governments did not meet the expectations of the countries they 

had ruled, the pivotal role of missionary schools in the provision of school education and most 

importantly vocational education cannot be overemphasized. The commitment of religious 

institutions in both pre and post independence periods with regard to education has indeed 

yielded an educated class of citizens who played a great role in the development of their 

countries at many levels. It is no wonder that the Christian Churches in Tanzania deliver 31% of 

the national vocational training capacity in their institutions (Vocational Education Training 

Authority, 1999). 

The post independence government in Tanzania mobilized local and international resources to 

attain self sufficiency in human resources. The outputs from the education sector were geared 

towards meeting government demand of expanding public sector.  The Arusha Declaration 

promulgated Education for Self Reliance as one of its motto in the education system. This was 

however mostly policy intentions which were not seriously addressed. In my view, this was a 

serious setback which has plunged the education sector into a crisis which rages on to date. 

In the wake of a liberal market and competitive labour market, the urgency to re kindle education 

for self reliance is not only necessary but also urgent. Tanzania is increasingly challenged to 

offer employment to the graduates in different educational levels. Following the privatization 

policy of the 1990s, the role of the government as a reservoir of employment has to be 

reassessed. Conventional schooling is gradually giving way to technical and <vocational 

Education and Training. This calls for educational institutions to make constant reviews of the 

curriculum in order to keep pace with the tide of challenges in the labour market.  

Taking into account that government resources are scarce, the quest for public Private 

Partnership (PPP) in the provision of education generally and vocational education in particular 

is crucial. This can be through close alignment of the education system with vocational 

knowledge, skills and competencies at all educational levels. This will undoubtedly ensure that 

the education system produces job creators rather than job seekers. This arguably presupposes 

the presence of a deliberate policy to render maximum support to  vocational training initiatives 

by all stakeholders. 

 


