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ABSTRACT

Healthcare as a Challenge for VET Systems in Europe

In most European countries vocational education in healthcare professions has developed outside the main VET systems. In fact it has developed as an integrated part of the field of healthcare itself. Therefore it was very close to the needs of the professional field – with a strong tradition as a female profession, mainly for bourgeois women, and religious roots. Due to this historical development, the institutions and structures of vocational education in healthcare professions have been situated outside and the degrees have been disconnected to those of the main VET system. The field of vocational education in healthcare professions itself was mainly ruled by the actors of the professional field and has been characterised by a great heterogeneity.

This situation was valid for several European countries until the 1990s. The professionalisation and academisation of healthcare and the need to modernise vocational education according to social change brought up the question of integrating healthcare professions into the main VET system. Countries found different answer to this question. However, healthcare professions were a challenge for all VET systems.

In my paper I analyse and compare the strategies of modernising vocational education in healthcare professions in Germany, Switzerland and Luxemburg. These countries has developed three different ways to answer the question of integrating healthcare professions into the main VET system.

