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ABSTRACT 

This paper addresses the theme of planning and management of VET in Tanzania. It has also 

touched the attitudinal theme with regard to the development and promotion of VET in East 

Africa.Vocational Education and Training in Tanzania can be traced back from the era of 

Arusha Declaration back in 1967. The efforts towards vocational education has been 

influenced by the need of vocational skills in the community. According to globalization 

pressures, the demand for vocational skills among youths has been still, recently revealed to 

be important.  Different names have been assigned to refer to vocational skills such as work 

skills, hands on skills.  In this paper, the authors reviewed the Tanzanian curricula from 

different education levels (pre-primary to higher education) to explore the integration of 

vocational subjects. In Tanzania vocational education  is taught in primary school as the so 

called “ Stadi za kazi”.  To a great extent, vocational education and training takes place at 

vocational education colleges. The most frequent entrants are the primary school leavers who 

have failed to join the  secondary education. These vocational education colleges are 

coordinated by the Vocational Education Authority  (VETA).  Some other colleges are 

coordinated by National  Council for Technical Education  (NACTE). It is also taught in 

some few selected ordinary level secondary schools as elective subjects. The review of the 

curriculum indicates that even in these ordinary level secondary schools  only some skills are 

taught. These includes tailoring, home economics and agriculture.  

With regard to advanced level secondary education vocational education is supposed to be 

taught  in some schools in terms of textile technology and clothing as well as home 
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management. To a large extent vocational education is integrated to the technical education 

colleges.  While vocational subjects are also included in the certificate teacher program which 

prepares primary school teachers, a review of the diploma teacher curriculum indicates that 

there is no integration of vocational subjects.  A recent study that has been in Tanzania also 

indicated that there is no training of vocational education within teacher education colleges 

(Kinyaduka, 2013). The same study also indicated that some teachers who are teaching 

vocational skills in primary schools are not trained in those skills, they are using other ways 

to teach those skills to students. This implies some gaps with regard to if at all vocational 

education is implemented in certificate program as indicated in the curriculum.  

With regard to higher education, evidence indicated that, the integration of vocational skills is 

minimal due to the perception that vocational education and training is best for failures and 

not universities.  Exceptions can be seen to engineering programs which are rarely perceived 

as „vocational‟This trend creates a gap  of vocational educational education and training in 

the system of education. This paper therefore argues that there is lack of progression from 

primary to higher education. This is contradictory to the national efforts which aims to 

prepare self reliant school leavers and higher education graduates that can utilize and explore 

the available opportunities using the available natural resource  to contribute to the economy. 

This is what the authors have termed as „planning and policy gap‟.  More research is also 

needed to see the actual implementation of the vocational subjects teaching and learning in 

different levels of education as indicated in the curriculum.   

 

 


