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Abstract 

 

This paper discusses whether technical education should be merged with general education in the 

schools education system in Uganda. Over the years, the teaching of technical education has 

been integrated into the subjects at different levels of education; primary, secondary and higher 

institutions of learning. The merger has created a lot of strains on the learners at various levels of 

education who have to juggle with complexities that are embedded in learning practical subjects 

together with the general subjects. More contradictions arise from the inefficient time constraints 

that hinder the learners from practicing the technical skills for personal growth and development. 

The general subjects are not necessarily linked to the technical aspects of the teaching and 

learning practices; instead learners are hoodwinked into spending more time in general education 

at the cost of technical knowledge and skills. 

In dire situations, dropouts from each level of education are unable to get employment due to 

poor choices made through career guidance for higher level education; entrance into university 

or other tertiary institutions is dictated upon by the performance in the national exams, students 

make choices of courses based on the number of grades obtained to join this level of education. 

The notion on whether to merge technical education with general education has a negative 

impact on the implementation of policies that are geared towards strengthening the economies of 

regional development. As such, the work of the “hand, body & mind” is relegated to general 

education in persuit of administrative positions in government organisations instead of 

implementing technical education in at all levels of learning in schools. 

In recent years, the increased numbers of graduating students hardly find meaningful placements 

except for those with technical and vocational skills who are able to start a career during the 

training or soon after training. However, these categories of learners are unable to find 

meaningful employment that relates to their trades or professional; as such, I posit that technical 

education should not be merged with general education, instead technical education should be 

given more space for the education of professionals in various fields for national development.  
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