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Abstract 
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Our Experiences with Vocational Pedagogy in East Africa: As Elsewhere, 

Praxis and Self-reliance Are the Crucial Factors  

 

We have been involved in building a Masters program in vocational pedagogy at  

Kyambogo University, Kampala, Uganda. This was conceived and developed cooperatively  

with persons and institutions in Uganda, Sudan and Norway. Once devised, the program was  

financed by Norwegian foreign aid (NORAD) and hosted by the Department of Art and  

Industrial Design, Faculty of Vocational Studies, Kyambogo University. Half the students were  

recruited in Uganda and half in South Sudan. The aim of all who worked to develop the  

program initially was to reject development assumptions that are made by aid workers who 

believe they come from parts of the world known as “the north” or “the west,” assumptions 

that view such projects as transferring development  to “the south” or the “developing 

world.” Instead, the aim was to stress commonalities of professional and technical education 

for working people—problems and solutions common to vocational pedagogy no matter 

where it is found, in an increasingly global labour market. However, as we from Norway and 

colleagues from East Africa worked to implement the program, what came to the fore were 

realities of post-colonial East Africa and post-colonial development concepts. We examine 

some of the early student evaluations from the program and discuss these against the wider 

educational situation. Despite the initial goals, the program had to deal with donor and 

recipient relations at times, and faced a privileging of academic education and regulations 

over vocational education. While this privileging exists everywhere, the social organization of 

knowledge in East Africa has definite colonial roots that still formal learning. Britain, the 

colonial power, developed East African education to serve its own agenda, rather than the 

needs for a modern, self-reliant, industrial society for the peoples of what became 

Tanganyika/Tanzania, Kenya and Uganda. As everywhere, vocational education in the region 

is linked to global flows of capital, the search for cheap labour power and new consumer 

markets, and the way forward for vocational pedagogy is to find ways to educate the young 

to enter the labour force under these conditions, strengthen self-reliance and stress practical 

initiatives so that the young are better trained and equipped for the future. We intend this 

assessment of this experience to be a springboard for further investigation into the results, 

frustrations and complications associated with this program.   


