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1. Purpose, objectives and outcomes
The purpose of the project VET and culture -European modules, 1998-2000, is to develop curricula in
MA and doctoral study programmes in vocational education in Europe, to promote evolution of a
collaborative European teaching and research culture in this area and produce basic study materials
with European dimension for students of VET in European universities. Main outcome will be the
experiences from collaborative teaching and learning in a European design, also from usage of
information technology, other outcomes are work-packages to support learning about European VET
and credits for students - giving also experiences from collaboration at European level in assessment
and crediting system. All the outcomes have a high potential for dissemination and exploiting outside
the partnership.

The topics to be taught
The project starts from some basic areas and issues, which are essential for any student and researcher
in VET: understanding European VET, its similarities and differences in a historical and cultural
perspective, analysing the national developments and reforms in the context of European integration,
reflecting the possibilities and problems of studying and doing research on VET at European level.
Thus the ”basics of European VET” (7 credits) are structured into 3 euromodules:

* Historical and cultural characteristics of European VET (3 credits) (1999)
* Prospects from European integration to reform policies in European VET (2 credits) (2000)
* Substantial and methodological options from collaborative and comparative approach for developing
European research on VET (2 credits) (2000)

The rationale and background
Although there have been multitude of developmental and survey projects in VET in EU projects, none
of them have been connected to studies in some educational institution. However, this may be a crucial
factor in gaining any continuity and cumulation in the knowledge and experiences. On the other hand,
there is a general lack of coherent studies in MA and doctoral programmes of education with focus on
vocational education and training in most European universities. This is connected to the lack of
progression routes for teachers, trainers and other agents in the field of vocational education. Critical
for development of integrative VET professionalism is as well the absence of cumulative and
collaborative studies for producing future capacity in VET research, especially integrating different
fields and actors in VET both at national and European level.

Because of the heterogeneity, fragmented nature of studies, agency and professionalism in European
VET, development needs to start from basic studies and courses, which would make a foundation and
shared starting point for students and researchers in the field of VET nationally and in Europe.

The project will also experiment integration of separate efforts in developing VET, VET research and
academic studies in Europe by searching ways to provide support to other EU-projects (e.g.
SOCRATES project European MA in vocational education). The project itself if composed from a
partnership of researchers, who are committed for developing basic research on VET and developing
training of researchers. Thus the project has a firm background and is oriented to future.



Outcomes
There will benefits for participating students, institutions and teachers/researchers and through
dissemination of results and collaboration, to other institutions and projects. Main separate outcomes:
1. Certificates: the modules are included in students´ MA and doctoral studies.
2. Three taught and tutored modules at advanced, post-graduate level of studies in education.
3. Credits: 3 credits for 1st module, 2 credits for 2nd module, 2 credits for 3rd module
4. Material: three study packs, for each module. Study materials will be edited into a handbook after the
experiments.

Target audience
The main target audience will be the participating students and staff in the universities. In each
university there will be one tutor responsible for the students, supported by researcher/teacher team
assisting. From each university there will be a group of 5-10 students directly involved in the study
modules. The composition of students should represent the different agent groups of VET in need of
MA and doctoral studies: becoming or acting teachers, trainers, HRD-professionals, planners and
administrators. However, in planning, carrying out and evaluating the modules, through study
materials, communication and contacts to other institutions and projects, the target audience is
remarkably larger.

Beneficiaries and spin-off effects
The main beneficiaries will be the students participating, but also the institutions, organisations, where
they will be working afterwords. Other beneficiaries will be the academic staffs in participating and
other European universities, whose capacity and competence in collaborative teaching and curriculum
planning will be enhanced. The project will also contribute to developing community of VET
researchers capable of European collaboration. Through elaborated handbook, a broader audience -
practitioners, planners, policy-makers - are benefiting from the project.

By disseminating the results, through contacts to other projects, experiences and examples from the
project giving impulses for broader teaching and learning experiments in MA and doctoral studies of
European VET.

Relation to existing study programmes
The modules are implemented into the study programmes of each partner university.

Activities, methodology, pedagogical and didactic approaches
Activities in the project consist of planning, collecting material, preparing study pack and teaching,
delivering modules, tutoring students face-to-face and through internet. Students are actively engaged
in all phases of the project, i.e. planning, assisting with materials, contributing to carrying out the
modules, participating in assessment and evaluation.

ODL-activities
Internet-connections are an essential part of all activities. A website will be developed both for
communication and tutoring. Videoconferencing will be used at least once among all partners and
student-groups.



Revised work plan: first module spring 2000, second autumn 2000 and third spring 2001, editing
book 2001

Dates Activities Outcomes
Year 1998-99
10/1998 Planning workshop, University of

Tampere
Specifying work plan and
proceeding processes in each
partner university

11-12/1998 Institutional planning, negotiations
and decision-making in each
partner university

Decisions on practical
arrangements, recognition of the
modules

Renewal of application 15.11.98
expanding partnership, application
for intensive seminar

New, specified work-plan for
1999-2001

1-3/1999 Discussions, meetings through
email, ISDN among partnership

Topics, dates, teachers,
programmes for 1st module

3/1999 Planning workshop, University of
Hamburg

Follow-up; specifying contents,
materials, methods and media for
delivery of the 1st module

4-6/1999 Planning and elaboration work in
each partner university,
co-operation among tutors

Suggestions for materials,
homepage for the project,
dissemination papers for
universities, recruitment of
students

8/1999 Workshop, Aarau/Switzerland Detailed schedule for 1st module:
contents, materials, students,
teaching methods, assessment for
partner-universities

Year 1999-00
8/1999 Workshop, Aarau/Switzerland Specifying work-plan and

proceeding processes on
developing 2nd and 3rd module

9-12/1999 Preparatory work in each partner
university, co-operation among
tutors: elaborating materials
Reports from year 1998-99

Study pack for 1st module
”Historical and cultural
characteristics of European VET”
Reports to EU

Renewal of application 15.11. -
also intensive seminar

Revised work-plan for 2000-01

1-3/2000 Carrying out the 1st module in
collaboration in each partner
university

20 hours taught, partly through
videoconferencing and tutoring
face-to-face and through email

4/2000 Assessment and evaluation in each
partner university, discussions
between tutors

Credits, evaluation reports

4/2000 Workshop, Paris Evaluation of the 1st module, plans
for disseminating
experiences&study materials

5-7/2000 Dissemination work, preparing
reports, planning in partner
universities, between tutors

Reports and results on homepage

Plans for the 2nd and 3rd module



Preparatory work for collecting
material for study pack for 2nd

module
Year 2000-01
8/2000 Workshop, Bochum (Hamburg)

Intensive seminar: closing session
for 1st module, preparatory session
for 2nd and 3rd module

Student ś presentations from
1stmodule, student involvement in
plans for 2nd and 3rd module
Proposals for materials for 2nd

module
9-10/2000 Preparatory work in each partner

university, co-operation among
tutors
Reports from year 1999-2000

Study pack for 2nd module

Reports to EU
11-12/2000 Carrying out the 2nd module,

assessment and evaluation
10 hours taught, partly through
videoconferencing and tutoring
face-to-face and through email
Credits, evaluation reports

1-2/2001 Workshop, Paris/Bern Evaluation of the 2nd module, plans
for disseminating
experiences&study materials
Planning for the 3rd module

3-5/2001 Preparatory work in each partner
university, co-operation among
tutors
Carrying out the 3rd module,
assessment and evaluation

Study pack for 3rd module
10 hours taught, partly through
videoconferencing and tutoring
face-to-face and through email
Credits, evaluation reports

6/2001 Workshop, Tampere
Intensive seminar

Evaluation of the 3rd module, plans
for disseminating
experiences&study materials
Evaluation of the whole project,
plans for future&editing the book

autumn 2001 Collaborative editing

Reports from year 2000-01

Handbook: ”studying European
VET”
Reports to EU

Responsibilities of partners and co-ordinator
All partner institutions are responsible for planning, collecting materials for study packs, carrying out
module and tutoring, reporting in three workshops and participating in dissemination of the results. One
person will be dominated as the main tutor and contact person, but an assisting group will be chosen to
back him/her.

Co-ordinator is additionally responsible for management and communication in the partnership as well
as for reporting financially and about the progress of the project to EU and other interested. The co-
ordinator will also be responsible for collecting the study packs and co-ordinating the delivery of
modules in each partner university.

There will be at least one distance session (e.g. 2 hours) between groups in each module: this will be
organised by the co-ordinator.



The co-ordinator will establish a website and electronic mailbox for tutoring and communication.

Competence of partnership
The partnership is already established as a researcher network ”VET and culture” and has co-operated
by arranging common workshops, publishing books, through visits and collaborative teaching. It also
has a email eurovet@uta.fi for communication and discussion, a website is just becoming ready. This
makes the partnership optimal to start efficiently and flexibly the planned experiment.

The partners are all experts in historical, sociological and comparative research in vocational education
and in arranging courses for teachers and trainers in MA and doctoral degrees. Most partners have long
experience in participating international research and development projects in vocational education,
also in ERASMUS, SOCRATES, Leonardo, ADAPT programmes.

The co-ordinator has been responsible for the co-ordination and communication in the VET and
culture-network for several years. Beside, she has arranged with some partners already two
experiments in University of Tampere: ”Vocational education and culture - European perspectives from
Finland and Germany”, using also ISDN-facilities and videos for distance communication during
spring 1996 and ”Centres and peripheries of vocational education” also using ISDN-contact in autumn
1997. The co-ordinator in simultaneously involved in EU-projects EUROPROF - new forms of
education for professionals of vocational education (LEONARDO), European MA in vocational
education (SOCRATES) and FORUM for research on vocational education (TSER). These channels
and contacts enable utilisation of the results from this project as well as dissemination very efficient.

Working language(s)
In international contacts working language will be English. Nationally and locally native languages are
also being used.

Monitoring and evaluating the impact of project
The co-ordinator will be responsible for monitoring the progress of the project. Project evaluation will
be threefold: internal evaluation will take place in each project workshop, students will evaluate the
project during and after the module, the partner institutions (departments) will evaluate the impact and
success of the project in relation to their developmental targets and quality criteria.

3. Other issues
The method of delivery will be favourable for students having financial or physical difficulties for
making study visits to European universities. Especially this will be the case for Finnish and Maltese
students. Care will be taken that women are well represented both among the teaching staff and
students. Beside, because of the strongly gendered character of vocational education, gender aspect will
essential in dealing with all the topics.

4. Financial aspects
5. Complementary funding
6. List of partners and contact persons


