
Socrates Intensive seminar “Prospects from European integration and options of collaborative, trans-
national research in vocational education and training”

The seminar is a part of a wider project "Historical and cultural foundations of vocational education (VET)",
which started during academic years 1998-2000 with planning and carrying out the module “Status and prestige
of vocational education in Europe”. The project aims at developing collaborative study programmes for degree
studies (MA and doctoral) in European universities for becoming and acting trans-national experts in vocational
education and training. The seminar will last 10 days and will be organised in Department of Education,
University of Jyväskylä during 26.3.-4.4.  The international research seminar Cosmopolitan or enterprising self
(see appendix) is in its relevant parts included into the programme of the intensive seminar.

The topics in the whole module series are:
1) Historical and cultural characteristics of European VET
2) Prospects from European integration to reform policies in European VET
3) Substantial and methodological options from collaborative and comparative approach for developing
European research on VET

The tutors are providing study materials on each topic. The materials of the first module “Status and prestige of
VET” are available for students and can be used for introduction in the home universities before the seminar.
There is a website http://www.jyu.fi/~hoanhe/emvet/ and a mailing list emvet@majordomo.cc.jyu.fi for starting
collaboration and discussion immediately.

Among subjects to be taught/introduced by the tutors are
* European integration and national reform policies of VET
* The role of historical and cultural factors at European and national level
* Relations of reforms to transformations in working life and economy
* Transformation in the role of VET and various groups of VET professionals in European integration process
* Trans-national co-ordination and collaborative practices in developing VET
* Collaborative teaching-learning methods and collaborative research methods and their applicability in approach
for developing European research on VET
* Contributions from comparative education, history and philosophy of education for developing collaborative
methodologies
* Research political and practical issues of collaborative research of VET at European level

The prerequisites of student recruitment in each partner university
* advanced or doctoral level studies in education with focus on vocational education
* aiming at becoming teachers, trainers, HRD-professionals, planners and administrators in VET
* previous studies and interest in developing their expertise of VET at European level
* competence to collaborative studies in English language.

The tutors come from partner universities - and will be supported by group of local experts
* professor Anja Heikkinen (Jyväskylä)
* professor Christine Mayer (Hamburg)
* professor Philipp Gonon (Trier)
* professor Lorna Unwin (Leicester)
* Ms. Dominique Leblond (Paris XII)



The preliminar programme for the seminar is following
1) Lectures, discussions and group work (4 days) - including relevant parts of the study module “Cosmopolitan
or enterprising self” (see appendix) - with introduction to field studies
2) Field-studies (2 days): students will make in trans-national groups small field studies in different learning
environments of VET (e.g. VET teacher training college, vocational schools and polytechnics, work-sites),
observing and interviewing students and teachers. The small groups write a collaborative report.
3) Teachers and students learn some educational technology utilised in the university of Jyväskylä, especially the
“virtual university” project, “Net-television”, media services etc.(1 day)
4) Students and teachers produce collaboratively a video from the substance and experiences of the seminar (2
days)
5) Teachers and students participate in the international part of the conference of Finnish VET research,
organised in Jyväskylä polytechnics during 30.-31.3.(1 day).

Outcomes and certification:
Students will produce collaborative reports in small groups and a video, which will be collaboratively evaluated
together with evaluation of the teaching-learning process.
A certificate signed by all tutors will be delivered for completed seminar.

The tutors are responsible for recognition of the seminar in the degree studies of their home universities.

Other outcomes, reported to the home universities, EU and to the networks of VET researchers and university
teachers
* increased competence and improved models for collaborative teaching and learning in developing trans-
national VET expertise
* study materials for future study modules and programmes
* video-tapes, which can be developed into electronic study materials (e.g. CD-rom, web-versions)
* article to the international issue of Tiedonjyvä - journal of the University of Jyväskylä, spring 2001

Financing
The Socrates funding for the IP seminar (provided there are 10 students and 4 tutors travelling from abroad)
covers cheap flights and accomodation in Jyväskylä. The partners are recommended to look for supplementary
funding for their living costs (cheap student restaurants are available).

Dead line for announcements 31.1.2001 - for selection of students 15.2.2001.

Appendix
International study module for doctoral students in the Faculty of Education, University of Jyväskylä
- information delivered to the Finnish students

COSMOPOLITAN OR ENTERPRISING SELF?
Implications and challenges for education and identity formation under the projects of globalisation and European
integration.

The concepts of cosmopolitan and enterprising self have become popular both in political and economical and in
sociological and philosophical discourses of education. The first one often starts from the megatrends in economy,
industry and society, linked to informationalisation and networking, which demand educational systems, institutions
and actors to respond, i.e. to facilitate the effective adaptation of human beings into the emerging world order. The
second discourse characterizes societal and cultural life-styles and identity construction, questioning the possibility
and desirability of educational programmes and celebrating individualised identity politics, detached from educational
interventions. In both approaches, education seems to disappear and become an obsolete category, substituted by the
metaphor of learning, which fits better into the vocabularies of change and flexibility, of detachment from time, space
and community and  of autonomous chooser in the globalised market economy. Despite the expansion of gender
research in social science and education, the sex or gendered features of the cosmopolitan or enterprising self seem to



be no issue. In both discourses, the methodological challenges of comparing or cultural contextualisation are of little
interest.

In order to discuss and to reflect on theories and approaches to the self and on their educational implications for
research and practice in general/academic and vocational education and in human resource development, a seminar
will be organised with experts in the research area and with a group of doctoral students from the faculty of
education.

Themes
1. The self of educational policy-making and governance (sociological, political perspective)
2. The self of educational institutions and pedagogical practices (pedagogical perspective)
3. The gender of the self (gender studies/philosophical perspective)
4. Methodological approaches to self in educational research (cf. comparative education/cultural studies
perspectives)

Target group/pre-requirements
* max 20 students
* satisfactory oral and writing skills in English
* topic of licentiate/doctoral thesis in the area of themes

Working methods
* student-led
* group work in preparing intensive seminar with tutors
* intensive seminar (4 x 5 hours) on themes, structure and introductions by students, tutors providing commentary
lectures and supporting discussion

Outcomes/assignments
* group introductions in seminar sessions
* group reports on themes (-> to student´s own supervisor or into a collective report - to be published e.g. in some
electronic platform, like CEDRA)

Time-table
2.2.2001 - group meeting
1-3/2001 - preparing the seminar, contacts with tutors
3/2001 - intensive seminar 29.-30.3. and 2.-3.4.
4-5/2001 - final reports

Visiting tutors and their primary topic - beside own staff in the faculty
1) Professors Philipp Gonon (Trier) and Andy Green (London)
2) Professor Lorna Unwin (Leicester)
3) Professor Christine Mayer (Hamburg)
4) Professor Olav Korsnes (Bergen)

Co-ordinator in University of Jyväskylä
Professor Anja Heikkinen
PO.BOX 35, 40 351 Jyväskylä
tel. 358 - 14 - 260 1670
email hoanhe@edu.jyu.fi


