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1. Goals

STATUS AND PRESTIGE OF VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING (VET) IN
EUROPE, TRANS-NATIONAL STUDY MODULE  October 1999- April 2000

Are you interested in developing your transnational expertise in VET? Are planning to do
comparative research on VET, or becoming an expert in planning, administration and policy
making in European VET?

The Universities of Jyvaeskylae and Tampere (Finland), the University of Hamburg (Germany),the
University of Paris XII (France), the University of Sheffield (UK), the University of Bern
(Switzerland) and the University of Barcelona (Spain) are launching a series of European modules
exploring "Policy and Practice in European VET". These modules are targeted at advanced and
doctoral students of VET. The first module 'Status and prestige of VET in Europe: historical and
cultural perspective' will start October1999.

OBJECTIVES
The module series aims at developing the knowledge, understanding and competence of VET
experts. Modules will: explore the complexity of European VET;  the similarities and differences
from a historical and cultural perspectiv;  analyse  national developments and reforms in the context
of European integration;  examine the possibilities for and problems in studying and doing research
on VET at a European level. A key aim of the modules will be to develop participants' skills to
enable them to take part in and stimulate trans-national and
collaborative work.

CONTENTS AND WORKING METHODS
The first module will last six months starting with  an intensive seminar in Paris, 21.-24.10.1999. In
the seminar students and tutors will work together on the key  themes  and negotiate a work-plan.
Participants in the seminar  will be supported  by a study pack of core materials.

During the autumn, national teams of students, guided by their national tutors, will study VET from
a historical and cultural perspective in all partner countries, discussing with other national teams
and tutors. During the spring, students will form transnational teams concentrating on one or two
countries  in order to examine the status and prestige of VET in Europe. The trans-national teams
will be guided by tutors from the country under investigation.  In transnational teams,  students will
collaborate to produce a research report, which will be discussed at an intensive seminar in April
2000 (Sheffield/Jyväskylä).

The module will be based on collaborative work both in national and transnational teams. Expert
lectures will be used as a resource and to support discussions. Experiences of transnational work
through face-to-face contacts will be supported through email, homepages, and discussion forums.

The workload for students in the first module will be app. 50 hours contact and 70 hours
independent study (including intensive seminars=20 contact hours).



WHO CAN PARTICIPATE?
The module is planned for students of VET at Masters or doctoral level. Priority will be given to
students who are able to converse in English and with previous knowledge of some aspect of
European VET.
Five students will be selected from each university for the trans-national activities. According to the
national situation, other students may participate at the local level.

ASSESSMENT AND CERTIFICATION
Each partner university will decide how the module is included, assessed and certified in their own
study programmes. Students will get a special certificate signed by the the partner universities,
describing the contents, methods and assessed outcomes of the module. For this students will be
assessed by their tutors and peers according to their performance in the transnational team.

WORKING LANGUAGE
In transnational contacts and intensive seminars the working language will be mainly English. In
national teams, and where possible in transnational teams, national languages will be used.

PLANNING AND TUTORING GROUP
Dr. Anja Heikkinen (Finland) is working as a professor in the University of Jyväskylä and as a
docent in the University of Tampere. She has studied and published on philosophical, cultural,
historical and gender aspects of education. She has for years been heading the national research
project "In search of the characteristics of Finnish vocational education". She has many years´
experience in participation in international and European
research networks and projects. She is co-ordinating a European research network "VET and culture
- European perspectives" and is also involved in Leonardo and Socrates projects developing
European VET professionalism, in a TSER-project FORUM for research of VET in Europe and
SOCRATES projects on life-long learning LIFEQUAL and combatting vocational school failures
Re-enter.

Dr. Christine Mayer (Germany) is associate professor of education at the University of Hamburg.
She has extensive experience in vocational teacher education and has taught in the field of
vocational education at the Universities of Hannover and Hamburg. Her publications include
several books and articles on the issues of reform and innovation in (vocational) schools, on
vocational education from a historical and gender perspective, and on the genesis of the German
vocational education system both in Germany and internationally.

Dr. Lorna Unwin (UK) is Reader in Post-compulsory Education and Training (PCET) in the
Department of Educational Studies at the University of Sheffield. Lorna's research interests are in
workplace learning, contemporary models of apprenticeship, and the vocational education
curriculum.  She teaches on Masters and Doctoral programmes at Sheffield, and directs the PCET
Research Centre.

Dr. Marcel Pariat is associate professor of education at the University Paris XII. His research
focusses on the relations between work and training which he tackles from a sociological, historical
and political perspective.
He has extensively published, both in France and internationally, on this theme.

Dr. Dominique Leblond (France) is associate professor in the dept of education of the University
Paris XII. Her background in British and American studies have led her to conduct comparative



research, mainly North-America/Britain/France, in the history of the education systems from a
historical and cultural history perspective.

Christiane Montandon (France)

Dr. Philipp Gonon (Switzerland)  Philipp Gonon is a senior lecturer at the University of Berne. His
research focuses on vocational education policy, history of apprenticeship-systems and questions
about the relation general education - vocational education.

Dr. Xavier Bonal (Spain)

Virve Kallioniemi(Finland) MA, has worked as a Lecturer in the Department of Education and in
Open University of University of Tampere. She is writing her doctoral theses on development of
vocational teacher training in Finland from transnational and multicultural perspective.


