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The increasing demand to internationalize education is itself an international - or trans-national - phenomenon. Policy makers and
practitioners are expecting educational research and experts to respond quickly to the challenges of internationalisation and its
implications. Economical, industrial and societal megatrends, linked to informationalisation and networking, require educational
systems, institutions and actors to facilitate the effective adaptation of people into the new world order. Also the assumed
transformation of societal and cultural life-styles and identity construction under post-modern, individualised identity politics
questions the relevance of existing forms and systems of education. All this forces the university departments of education to reflect
on their ability and responsibility to educate their students to understand and influence these developments. How far have they
themselves been able and willing to develop their methods in research and teaching towards collaboration, which goes beyond the
national boundaries?

This challenge has been taken seriously  in the Department of Education in Jyväskylä. The general orientation of research and
teaching of the department is in interdisciplinary study of education and schooling in the perspective of entire life-course. The main
areas of research - Childhood cultures and growth environments,  Promotion of continuing occupational and professional growth and
Educational gerontology,  Knowledge structures and thought processes in pedagogic activity - all include an international perspective
to their topics. Many professors and researchers are involved in international, mainly EU-funded projects. This provides a basis for
on-going international contacts and discussions also for junior researchers and students, who are working in the projects. Especially
workshops taking place in Jyväskylä give opportunity for wider groups of staff and students to participate in open lectures and small
group discussions. However, like in most departments of the university, major focus of international activities still is on student and
staff exchange, which is marginally integrated to regular research and teaching. Also integration of language and content studies, e.g.
by teaching courses in English, is very rare, although it would be one important way to promote ability and interest in international
aspects of education.

International studies in the form of few days seminars can be criticized because of the isolated role they have in the wider context of
studies. The aim in developing international studies should be rather to integrate them into component of regular and long-term study
programmes of the participating universities.  As an example of efforts in embedding international elements into the study
programmes in a more permanent and long-standing way, are the seminars, which were organised in April 2001 in the Department of
Education. They were based on a long-term collaboration in the research network Vocational education and culture - European
perspectives. The seminars with the titles ‘Cosmopolitan and/ or enterprising self? Implications and challenges for education and
identity formation under the projects of globalisation and European integration.’ and ‘Prospects from European Integration and
Options of Collaborative, transnational research in vocational education and training’  gathered university students and tutors from
Germany, UK and Finland. The latter seminar  was carried out as Sokrates IP(intensive seminar)-project. It was a part of a wider
project "Historical and cultural foundations of vocational education and training", which aims at developing collaborative study
programmes for students (MA and doctoral), who have interest in developing trans-national expertise in vocational education.

In the seminars European integration and national reform policies, and the possibilities of creating collaborative teaching-learning and
research methods in European universities were discussed from different perspectives. Theoretical and methodological potential of
comparative education  was also discussed and both students and their tutors got much to reflect afterwards.

Satu from Finland writes in her learning diary:
“During Christina’s lecture I  became more aware of the importance of realizing that concepts (like cosmopolitan, Enlightenment,
etc.) may have different meanings and/or connotations for different  people due to historical reasons even within European
framework.”

The seminar included visits to vocational schools, vocational teacher education college and open university besides lectures and small
group work. According to students’ learning diaries, the possibilities to discuss their research themes with students from other
countries enriched their  understanding about the need to develop cross-cultural collaboration in university studies. The visits opened
the window to Finnish culture and vocational education system and put ‘flesh’ on the ‘bones’ of their previous  knowledge.

Marc-Olaf from Germany reports in his learning diary:
“I learned a lot from work in the small international groups. Many things from which I thought would be same everywhere in Europe
or be the same way interpreted are not same in Finland,  England, or Germany. This made it very clear to me that if I want to work in
international groups I have to be very open minded and self aware of my own cultural background.”

The provision of technical facilities at the department and possibility to use them during the seminars were admired and appreciated
by foreign  students. Skiing and walking on the frozen lake was an exotic part of the seminar for some participants; activities which
belong to traditional ´winter program’ for the Finns.



Cross-cultural collaboration can contribute understanding education, growth and life of human beings in a way, which otherwise
would be difficult (or impossible?). Technical facilities (email, web sites, videoconferencing)  and financial resources vary in
universities. These factors cant’t be neglected in attempts to develop collaboration. The crucial factor, however, is the encouraging
atmosphere in the participating departments, which enables teaching and research staff together with students to develop even small
activities,  which open up new platforms for broader, cross-cultural educational collaboration.

The English (Irish) student Nigel reflects on this challenge in his learning diary:
“...what makes a good, European cosmopolitan enterprising self? - Is it to be offered and accept the opportunity to participate in an
EU funded conference in Finland ... Is it to relish the cultural cornucopia that is a Finnair in-flight meal combining London baked
bread, fish caught in the salt waters of the Atlantic, a glass of wine pressed from the Loire grape, a sliver of Dutch cheese and a short
blast of Italian Lavazza? All this while leafing through Naomi Klein's 'No Logo' which extols the virtues of a socially responsible
global village that rejects subservience to multinational corporate power and encourages the world citizen to make the better informed
choice, provided there are some choices left to make.”

For further information on Department of Education,  website http://www.jyu.fi/tdk/kastdk/kasv/, and information on the projects,
website http://www.jyu.fi/~hoanhe/.http://www.jyu.fi/~hoanhe/



The article about the seminar from Trier (in German and in English)
Intensivseminar in Jyväskylä

Im Rahmen des SOKRATES - Programms „Prospects from European integration and options of collaborative, trans-national research
in vocational education and training” nahm eine fünfköpfige Gruppe der Universität Trier* (FB I/Pädagogik) an einem
Intensivseminar in Jyväskylä (Finnland) teil. Das Seminar bestand aus zwei Modulen und beschäftigte sich mit der Forschung zu
europäischen Berufsschulsystemen, sowie mit Bildung und Persönlichkeitsentwicklung im europäischen Vergleich. Insgesamt 30
Studierende und WissenschaftlerInnen aus Finnland, Großbritannien und Deutschland nahmen an den Veranstaltungen teil.

Das erste Seminarmodul arbeitete mit forschungsinteressierten Studierenden aus Europa unter dem obengenannten Titel. Die
Themenbreite reichte von der europäischen Integration und nationalen Reformstrategien des Berufsbildungssystems bis zu
Veränderungen in Wirtschaft, Forschung und Methodik. In international besetzen Kleingruppen wurden Forschungsarbeiten zum
finnischen Berufsschulsystem durchgeführt und sowohl die Organisation kritisch diskutiert als auch eine evaluierende Reflexion von
Forschungsansatz und –methode durchgeführt. Weitere Informationen finden sich auf der Webpage: www.tao.socrates-youth.be

Das zweite Seminarmodul mit dem Titel „Cosmopolitan and/or enterprising self“ beschäftigte sich mit Implikationen und
Herausforderungen für Bildung und Persönlichkeitsentwicklung in Projekten bezüglich Globalisierung und europäischer Integration.
Dieses Seminarelement fand in Zusammenarbeit mit den Universitäten Jyväskylä, London, Bergen, Hamburg und Trier statt und ist
Bestanteil des seit 1993 bestehenden europäischen Netzwerkes „VET culture project“ (Informationen unter:
http://www.jyu.fi/~hoanhe/vetcult/  ). Ziel war die Diskussion der kulturellen Unterschiede und strukturellen Herausforderungen in
der Bildungsforschung im internationalen Kontext.

Das gesamte Seminar hat in erster Linie einem Austausch und besseren Verständnis der Forschungsvorhaben gedient, außerdem
wurde durch die ProfessorInnen eine fachliche Anregung zur Diskussion gegeben. Probleme und Herausforderungen in der
erziehungswissenschaftlichen Forschung scheinen in ganz Europa ähnlich zu sein, so fanden sich einige Problemstellungen in den
Aussagen aller Teilnehmenden der verschiedenen Ländern wieder. Damit war eine Übertragbarkeit auf die individuelle Forschung
und das kritische Hinterfragen der eigenen Ziele und Methoden möglich.
Besonders im ersten Seminarmodul zu den Berufschulen kam eine Vielfalt von Methoden zum Einsatz: von teilnehmender
Beobachtung über Diskussionen, Kleingruppenarbeit und Dokumentationsformen, wie beispielsweise Videofilm. Dadurch erhielten
die TeilnehmerInnen die Möglichkeit, Erfahrungen mit bisher nicht genutzten Forschungsmethoden und -perspektiven zu machen.
Alle Teilnehmenden erhielten Zertifikate für die aktive Mitarbeit an den Seminarmodulen.

Für die Zukunft ist eine weitere Zusammenarbeit über ein bestehendes Emailnetzwerk sowie die Planung und Durchführung von
weiteren Seminaren oder Kongressen zur Bildungsforschung geplant.

Verfasser: Markus Weil, Katrin Kraus
Emailkontakte: gonon@uni-trier.de  katrin.kraus@uni-trier.de  math1101@uni-trier.de  leila_schmuck@hotmail.com
m.weil@web.de

Bilder:
Auszubildende der Catering-Klasse einer berufsbildenden Schule (in Jyväskylä) präsentieren (am Ende einer projektförmigen
Lerneinheit zu traditionellen Gerichten in den verschiedenen Regionen Finnlands) ein Büffet – das gemeinsame Essen gehört
selbstverständlich dazu.
Gruppenbild des Intensiv-Seminars mit Beteiligten aus Bergen, Hamburg, Jyväskylä, London, und Trier.
* Prof. Dr. Philipp Gonon, Dipl.-Päd. Katrin Kraus, Andreas Mathieu, Leila Schmuck, Markus Weil

Intensive seminar in Jyväskylä members of university of Trier (namely Prof. Dr. Philipp Gonon, M. Ed. Katrin Kraus, Andreas
Mathieu, Leila Schmuck, Markus Weil) joint an intensive seminar in Jyväskylä (Finland) within the context of the SORCRATES-
Programme „ Prospects from European integration and options of collaborative, trans-national research in vocational education and
training “. The seminar included two different types of modules, which were dealing with research within European VET-systems as
well as education and identity formation in a European context. All together 25 students from Finland, Great Britain and Germany
joint this seminar. The first seminar module with the mentioned title 15 European educational research students took part. They
examined the themes of European integration and national reform policies concerning the VET-system and reforms in relation to the
change in economy, research and methodology. Within international small groups the participants did a research on the Finish VET-
system leading to discussions, reflection and evaluation of the research contents and methods. Further information is available on the
following web page: www.tao.socrates-youth.be second module with the title „Cosmopolitan and/or enterprising self“ dealt with
challenges for education and identity formation within projects regarding globalisation and European integration. This module was
organised in co-operation with the universities of Jyväskylä, London, Bergen, Hamburg and Trier. It is part of an European network,
which is existent since 1993 known as “VET culture project” (More Information:   http://www.jyu.fi/~hoanhe/vetcult/  ) The overall
goal was the discussion about cultural differences and structural challenges within the research of education in an international
context.seminar led to an intercultural exchange and a better understanding of research approaches from the perspective of European
students. Furthermore the professors enabled an academic discussion. Problems and challenges within European research projects
seem to be similar in several customs, which was the reason why the participants could empathise with each other. The exchange and
the varying of standpoints led to a watchful questioning about the personal aims and methods. Especially the intensive seminar
regarding the VET-systems enabled the use of a various set of methods such as observation, discussions, small groups and producing
a video film. The participants at this seminar obtained certificates for the active involvement. Besides the exchange concerning
research in education there also was the opportunity to get to know the Finnish culture. the future a further co-operation is planned,



e.g. by using the existing email network or planning and undertaking supplementary intensive seminars for European education
research students.: Markus Weil contacts:gonon@uni-trier.de  katrin.kraus@uni-trier.de  math1101@uni-trier.de
leila_schmuck@hotmail.com   m.weil@web.de


