
Austrian Educational System

In Austria education is compulsory for 9 years for all children who permanently reside in the
country, regardless of their nationality.  Compulsory education involves attending the following
school types:

Grades 1 to 4:
1. Primary school

Grades 5 to 8:
1. Regular secondary school (Hauptschule) or
2. Academic secondary school (AHS)- lower cycle

Grade 9:
1. Pre-vocational school (Polytechnische Schule)
2. Academic secondary school (AHS)- upper cycle
3. Medium-level technical and vocational school (BMS) or Higher level technical and vocational
school (BHS)

The first four years of "Volksschule" are to provide all students with a general elementary
education. Children should receive a well-balanced education with regard to their social,
emotional, intellectual and physical development. Primary school lays the foundations for
successful learning at the secondary level. The principle of social integration of handicapped
students is to be respected at all levels.

This scheme of the system is a little bit simplified by myself, for instance there are also some
special schools for pupils with cognitive difficulties, but I mentioned the most important types.

The main problem I figure out here is, that pupils should decide about their educational way right
after attending primary school, so at the age of about 10 years. In my opinion that´s much too
early for such a difficult decision. There is no doubt that persons who attended a Regular
secondary school have less opportunities to get a higher education, for instance at university,
later. Formally it´s possible to change from regular secondary school to the upper cycle of
Academic secondary school, but in reality this is more an exception than a common rule.
Thus, a phenomena of “social reproduction” appears because children whose parents have a
“lower” education usually also just attend Regular secondary schools and have more difficulties
to start an academic career.

Financing of schools

The municipal authorities are usually responsible for maintaining the state compulsory schools
( Volksschule, Hauptschule, Sonderschule, Polytechnische Schule), including the school's
construction, facilities management, lightning and heating, acquisition and maintainance of
furnishings and instructional materials, as well as covering other material expenses such as the



hiring of auxiliary staff.

Teachers at state compulsory schools are civil servants of the school's respective province, which
is also responsible for the payment of salaries. Cost are reimburst by the federal government as
part of the redistribution of income between the federal government, the provinces and the
municipalities.

In contrast to the general compulsory schools, the academic secondary schools are established
and maintained by the federal government. Teachers at state academic secondary schools are
federal employees. Under certain conditions, teachers may work part-time at general-education
schools.

Expenses ín education and results

Austria spent 5.5% of the domestic gross in education. In comparison to other OECD states this
is rather high (Finland 6.3%, Spain 4,29%).

Concerning the bad results of Austrian pupils at the PISA test, this fact led to controversial
political discussions.

PISA-results: maths, range 15
                       Reading, range 19
                       Nature science, range 20

Most recently politicians of the Austrian government proclaimed that the reason for that is the
high rate of children of immigrants in the schools. A point of view I absolutely deny. That fault is
in the system itself. Immigration should be considered as a challenge not as a threat, like for
instance the political party FPÖ is doing it all the time.

Teachers in society

In my opinion generally the profession of being a teacher is not so high respected in Austria. A
lot of people are envying them. Statements like: “teachers are lazy, they have chosen their
profession just to have so much vacation”, are rather common. So, no surprise that teachers get
disappointed and loose their motivation easily. In Finland they are high respected,. there is a
completely different “ethos” of being a teacher. This has a big influence on the quality for sure.

As I experienced at our visit to Tammerkosken Koulu, it was clearly visible that the principal was
very proud of “his” school and was enjoying the work he is doing. Therfore he had a very good
relationship to his pupils. He treated them with respect and was making jokes with them.
Of course, I know I just have seen this only case and the learning surroundings might be not that
good in every school, but I think in a lot of them.




